CALLED TO SERVE

THE ROAD TO DISCERNMENT TO SERVE CHRIST IN
HIS CHURCH



Your Journey Map

Whatis a journey map?

It is a guide to help demonstrate an individual's possible path in life.

What a journey map is not...

A comprehensive list of every part of one's journey.

Where did this journey map come from?

This journey map was developed based on research that focused on the
experience of a wide range of AALC pastors and church workers.

How should I use this?

Use this guide to help you reflect on the key milestones in your life.



Key Milestones on Your Journey

Youth Event Participation 1

Opportunity to learn more about a vocation (Lutheran camps,
AALC Youth Gathering, Etc).

2 Getting First Job

Chance for real-world experience of different vocations and

live out baptismal life.
Career Day or Job Shadowing 3

A time to explore

4 Choice of Vocation

Encouragement to pray about and discuss vocation with

adults.
University/College Selection S5

Read Scripture and pray in preparation for studying church

work.



Youth Event Participation & First Job Experience

Youth Event Participation Getting First Job
Opportunity to learn more about a vocation (Lutheran camps, AALC Youth Gathering, Etc). Chance for real-world experience of different vocations and live out baptismal life.
. Attend Lutheran camps to explore spiritual gifts . Apply Christian values in workplace settings

Participate in AALC Youth Gatherings . Discover personal strengths and interests

Join church mission trips and service projects . Leamn responsibility and stewardship

D First jobs provide valuable opportunities to witness Christ in everyday settings while exploring
different career paths.




Vocational Discernment

Career Day or Job Shadowing

"You should pursue [specific church work vocation]."or "You might be
interested in doing what they do."

Explore church vocations through direct observation and mentorship.

Choice of Vocation
Pray about and discuss vocation with adults.

Seek guidance from pastors, parents, and other spiritual mentors.

University/College Selection
Read Scripture and pray in preparation for studying church work.

Research institutions that support your spiritual and vocational goals.



Preparing tfor Church Service Through Education

The final milestone in your journey map focuses on selecting the right educational path to prepare for church work:

—0——0——0—

Scripture Study Research Institutions Seek Counsel
Read Scripture and pray in preparation for Explore colleges and universities that Discuss your educational options with
studying church work. offer programs aligned with your specific current church workers, academic
church vocation interests. advisors, and spiritual mentors.
"For | know the plans | have for you,’
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper Christian colleges with ministry Consider arranging campus visits to
you and not to harm you, plans to give programs potential schools to experience their
you hope and a future." - Jeremiah » American Lutheran Theological community firsthand.

29:11 Seminary

University/College selection is a crucial step in answering God's call to serve Christ in His Church. Through prayer and discernment, you can find

the educational path that best prepares you for your unique ministry vocation.
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